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All research application forms must be submitted to the West Midlands Police Partnering & Research (P&R) Team for consideration. Applications will be assessed based on the following criteria:
· Use and benefits of the research in supporting the delivery of WMP strategic priorities.
· Data requirements, including the feasibility of data sharing and the proposed research timescales.
· Ethical integrity and risk management, including proactively identifying and reducing risks to the rights, safety, and privacy of all participants (officers, staff, or members of the public), while protecting the reputation of the force.
After submitting your proposal, your expression of interest will be scheduled for assessment at the next available research review panel (normally within 28 days), where a decision will be made regarding whether WMP is able to support the proposed research. If the application is approved and access to personal data is required, an Information Sharing Agreement will be developed. Researchers may also be required to undergo vetting. Where vetting is necessary, applicants must provide three years of continuous residency in the UK. 
Additionally, you will be required to provide a copy of any research findings to the P&R Team prior to publication or external dissemination.

This application should be completed by the lead researcher.

	Section 1: Researcher & Project Details

	Project Title
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Lead researcher name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Contact email
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Are you undertaking this research as a university student?            ☐  Yes     ☐  No

	       If yes, university name 
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	       Level of study
	☐  Bachelor’s     ☐  Master’s   

	
	☐  PhD               ☐  Other    

	(Please note: WMP will not consider research projects at Master’s level or below from researchers who are not WMP employees.)

	Are you WMP employee?
	☐  Yes     ☐  No

	      If no, please state your employer’s name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	(If you are a student and not employed, please enter N/A.)

	Do you have a WMP sponsor?
	☐  Yes     ☐  No

	     If yes, name of sponsor
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Name/s and affiliation of any other researchers involved in the project
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Intended research start date
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Intended research end date
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Do you already have ethical approval for your research from an external ethics board? 
	☐  Yes   (Please submit a copy of your ethics approval letter and application.) 

	
	☐  No   

	
	☐  Awaiting decision   

	
	☐  No, however I will be submitting for ethics approval   



	Section 2: Purpose and Policing Context

	Brief description of the project.
Provide a concise summary of the proposed research.
Click or tap here to enter text.


	Purpose and objectives. 
What is the research aiming to understand, improve, evaluate, or inform?
Click or tap here to enter text.


	Policing relevance and public interest. 
How does this research support policing priorities, organisational learning, legitimacy or public confidence?
Click or tap here to enter text.









	Section 3. Research Design and Methodology

	Please provide a summary of your proposed research methodology (e.g. surveys, interviews, focus groups, observations or data analysis), including participant groups and anticipated sample size where applicable.
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Please identify any ethical, operational, reputational, or participant welfare risks and explain how these will be mitigated. 
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Will the research involve access to non‑public police data, systems, or records? 
	☐  Yes     ☐  No

	If yes, please provide details.
Click or tap here to enter text.	

	What types of data will be required for the project, and what level of identification will be needed (e.g. anonymous, pseudonymous, identifiable)?
Click or tap here to enter text.

	How will WMP data be transferred between project partners, and where will it be securely stored? Please disclose whether there are any project funding requirements that necessitate the transfer of data to a third-party archive.
  Click or tap here to enter text.

	How long will the data be retained, and what secure disposal method will be used? 
 Click or tap here to enter text.



	Section 4. Publication and Dissemination

	Findings from the project need to be shared with WMP to support organisational learning and operational improvement. The appropriate format and forum for dissemination of key findings will be agreed between the author/researcher and the P&R Team. Dissemination formats may include, but are not limited to, an executive summary, written report, presentation, or briefing document.

	Is there an intention to present emerging findings externally prior to formal publication? 
Note: The P&R Team must review any materials containing identifiable WMP information before external dissemination.
	☐  Yes     ☐  No

	Is there an intention to publish findings externally? 
Note: The P&R Team must review any materials containing identifiable WMP information before external publication.
	☐  Yes     ☐  No



	Section 5. Supporting documents

	Please specify below, which documents have been submitted with this application (where applicable):
  ☐ Ethics approval letter
  ☐ Ethics application
  ☐ Participant information leaflet(s) 
  ☐ Consent form(s)
  ☐ Questionnaire(s)/Survey question(s) 
  ☐ Debrief
  ☐ Other
If other, please specify:
Click or tap here to enter text. 



	Section 6. Declarations

	☐   I agree to provide a copy of my research findings to WMP prior to publication.
☐   I understand and agree that research findings may be shared via the WMP intranet knowledge portal.
☐   I agree that prior to publication or presentation, WMP will be given the opportunity to review any material containing WMP data.
☐   For the purposes of any dissertation, publication, or presentation, I agree to anonymise WMP as “UK police force” or “British police force”, unless otherwise agreed. 
☐   I confirm I will process data only on approved devices and follow the Information Sharing Agreement.
      ☐   I confirm that the information provided is accurate.

	Applicant Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Signature
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Date
	Click or tap here to enter text.
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